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TO ALL DIPLOMATIC POSTS IMMEDIATE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 116548 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, US 

SUBJECT: SEIZURE OF U.S. MERCHANT VESSEL BY CAMBODIAN EORCES 

REE: STATE 1 1 3030 

1. REPORTS FROM A FEW MISSIONS REVEAL UNCERTAINTY AS TO WHE- 
THER MAYAGUEZ WAS SEIZED ON HIGH SEAS OR IN CAMBODIAN TERRI- 
TORIAL SEA. DEPARTMENT WANTS TO ENSURE THAT OTHER GOVERNMENT 
ARE LEFT IN NO DOUBT ON THIS POINT. THEREFORE, IF POSTS HAVE 

ANY REASON TO BELIEVE HOST GOVERNMENT UNCLEAR, REQUEST APPRO- 
PRIATE CLARIFICATION BE GIVEN ALONG FOLLOWING LINES. 

2. UNITED STATES MERCHANT SHIP MAYAGUEZ WAS SEIZED BY CAMBO- 
DIAN EORCES APPROXIMATELY SEVEN NAUTICAL MILES SOUTHWEST OE 
DISPUTED ISLAND OF POULO WAI.BOTH SOUTH VIETNAM AND CAM- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 116548 

BODIA HAVE CLAIMED THIS ISLAND. SOUTH VIETNAM PREVIOUSLY 
CLAIMED TERRITORIAL SEA OF THREE NAUTICAL MILES. CAMBODIA 
PREVIOUSLY CLAIMED TERRITORIAL SEA OF TWELVE NAUTICAL MILES. 
HOWEVER, POSITIONS OF CURRENT GOVERNMENTS OF SOUTH VIETNAM 
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AND CAMBODIA ARE UNCERTAIN. 

3. UNITED STATES RECOGNIZES ONLY THREE NAUTICAL MILE TERRI- 
TORIAL SEA. AS SEIZURE OF MAYAGUEZ DID NOT TAKE PLACE WITH- 
IN THREE NAUTICAL MILES OF ISLAND, UNITED STATES CONSIDERS 
THAT IT TOOK PLACE ON HIGH SEAS. UNDER CUSTOMARY INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW AND UNDER 1958 GENEVA CONVENTION ON THE HIGH 
SEAS, THERE IS FREEDOM OE NAVIGATION ON HIGH SEAS. SEIZURE 
WAS THUS ILLEGAL. 

4. UNITED STATES HAS NOT CHANGED ITS POSITION OF REJECTING 
CLAIMS OF TERRITORIAL SEA BEYOND THREE NAUTICAL MILES. HOW- 
EVER, EVEN IF ONE WERE TO TAKE VIEW THAT TERRITORIAL SEA 
EXTENDS TWELVE NAUTICAL MILES AND THAT MAYAGUEZ WAS THERE- 
FORE WITHIN TERRITORIAL SEA OF POULO WAI AT TIME OF SEI- 
ZURE, SHIP WOULD STILL HAVE BEEN ENTITLED TO EXERCISE RIGHT 

OF "INNOCENT PASSAGE," WHICH APPLIES TO PASSAGE OF TERRI- 
TORIAL SEA UNDER CUSTOMARY INTERNATIONAL LAW AND UNDER 1958 
CONVENTION ON THE TERRITORIAL SEA AND THE CONTIGUOUS ZONE. 
THEREFORE, EVEN UNDER THIS VIEW, SEIZURE WAS ILLEGAL. INGERSOLL 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 26 AUG 1999 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CARGO SHIPS, MAYAGUEZ SS, SHIP DETENTION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 19 MAY 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE1 16548 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: /OES/RJBETTAUER:SCH 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: D7501 76-0230 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975051 02/baaaakca. tel 

Line Count: 78 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, TEXT ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN OES 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <03 NOV 2003 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> jms 971015 

Subject: n/a 

TAGS: EWWT, PFOR, PINS, CB, US 
To: ALL DIPLOMATIC POSTS 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



